AH ISD slated to get $1.8 million
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The Alamo Heights Independent School District is among the districts slated to
receive funds as part of the federal economic stimulus package — to the tune of
about $1.8 million.
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But someone forgot to tell AHISD officials. A spokeswoman for the district
acknowledged surprise at seeing the district among potential beneficiaries on a
list of Bexar County schools eligible for a collective $213 million in new funding.
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“We were taken off guard,” said AHISD spokeswoman Dr. Dana Bashara. The Nickerson headed to Incarnate Word

first district officials heard of their potential allotment — part of a broader
package designed to jump-start the sluggish economy — was when the district
was posted on an Austin-based research group's Web site, she said.
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Strategic Partnerships Inc. of Austin recently posted public schools' potential
funding allotments on itsWeb site, securing the estimates from state lawmakers, said the group's President and CEO Mary
Scott Nabers in a recent interview.

The research and procurement consulting firm tracks all manner of funding coming into Texas, from state and federal money

to grants from the Department of Homeland Security, Nabers said.

“Those numbers come directly from the original bill that will be debated in the House (of Representatives),” Nabers said.
“That's what Congress put in the original bill. Primarily intended for poor school districts — a distinction not shared by
property-rich AHISD — some of the funds are intended to be used for technology and bricks-and-mortar upgrades as part of
an $825 billion economic stimulus package.”

“The vagaries of that proposed package have been approved by the U.S. House of Representatives and currently being
debated in the U.S. Senate,” Nabers added.

But just because their inclusion registered surprise doesn't mean AHISD officials wouldn't welcome the windfall.

Bashara said the district could put the money — estimated at $1,816,900 — to good use, particularly in the area of facilities
and technology upgrades.

“Absolutely! We have needs like all districts in Texas that are expressing their needs,” Bashara said. “We have technology
and facility needs and any kind of money to support our education system would be put to good use.”

In a prepared statement to the North San Antonio Times, AHISD superintendent Dr. Kevin Brown buttressed Bashara's
assessment.

He also noted the windfall would help augment losses faced by property-rich districts like AHISD each year — a required
transfer of some of its tax revenue to state coffers designed to bolster poorer school districts' bottom lines.

“Given the current state of the economy and the current level of funding at the state level, Alamo Heights ISD will be facing
big financial challenges over the next few years,” Brown wrote.

“AHISD is required to send 40 percent of local tax revenues to the State of Texas, and every penny of increased local
appraisals, including that from new development, goes to the state rather than to the children in our district,” the
superintendent added.

While the $1.8 million in potential funding could change in exact amount, Brown said any additional funds would help district
officials shore up losses while dealing with increased costs related to running the district.

“We face many increased costs each year, including fuel, new technology and numerous unfunded state mandates,” Brown
wrote. “Additional funding from the federal government would significantly benefit our students and help ensure they
continue to receive an excellent education in spite of this challenging economy.”
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